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Peasants’ Petitions in Land Expropriation: Big Data Analysis
Based on Local Leadership Message Board

LU Shenghua,YAO Yuting, WANG Hui

Abstract ; This paper explores peasants’ petitions in land expropriation. We divide peasants’ peti-
tions into five categories—monetary compensation ,social security and resettlement , transformation of cit-
izenship ,legality of land expropriation,and openness and transparency of the process— according to re-
sult and procedural justice. Then we collect one million messages on the “ Local Leadership Message
Board” of People’ s Daily. By means of word segmentation and frequency statistics, we find that
(1) peasants are more concerned about result justice with petitions focused on monetary compensation
and social security and resettlement; (2 ) their petitions for the five categories vary among regions and
time. The policy implication of this paper is that land expropriation should work on result and also pro-
cedural justice,and time and local conditions should be noted.

Keywords : Land expropriation; Peasants’ petitions; Spatial and temporal characteristics; Local

leadership message board ; Big data
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